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SECRETARY REPORT
Our 2019 season is drawing to a close, and it has been a great season for the club. Although we
were unable to fulfil the presidential role for 2019, a strong committee team and the wonderful
support of all our team staff and parents ensured that we were able to run a successful season,
have teams make finals, engage in many community events and, most importantly, help our kids
play rugby league.

The sometimes transient nature of senior teams saw us have four teams in total; three Juniors
and one Men’s Opens team. Our junior teams (U6s, U7s and U9s) enjoyed their season, and it
was a great pleasure to watch their engagement, excitement and skills at training and on game
day. A huge thank you to all coaches and team staff who supported our Junior Dockers. A special
congratulations goes to our U9s team who were the winners of the Division 1/B Grand Final.

Our Men’s Opens team had a very successful season, finishing near the top of table and
narrowly missing out on a place in the grand final. Their success is a reflection of the great
leadership from the coaching staff and the dedication and collegiality from all the players, week
in and week out.

Our Dockers community had a vibrant year, with full day home rounds that were only successful
due to the work of our many volunteers – from the ground managers and parents who set up
the park, to all the volunteers in the canteen and of course those helping out on the field. We
also held two successful Bunnings BBQ days and represented the club within the Five Dock
community at the Ferragosto celebrations.

A last thanks goes out to all our sponsors for 2019: Club Five Dock RSL, The Change Network,
Bob Jane T Marts Haberfield, BNP Securities Protective Services, Knockout Nutrition,
Empowering Tuition, Big Mummer and R & A Automotive Repairs. The sponsorship of local
community businesses is essential in supporting all the Dockers year in and year out, and we
thank you for your contributions this year.

The Five Dock RSL JRLFC AGM will be held on Tuesday, 12th November at Club Five Dock RSL.
We encourage you to attend so that we are able to continue building upon our successes next
year. To do this, we need enthusiastic and passionate members to share their strengths and
experience so that we can all work together and enjoy the great game of rugby league.
Kim Towells
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TREASURER’S REPORT
It is my pleasure to present the Treasurer’s Report for Five Dock RSL JRLFC.
Profit & Loss Accounts to 30 September 2019 are attached.
The Club raised around $40,231 ($52,000 in 2018) from Sponsorship, Player fees, Gear Sales, Bunnings
BBQs, Canteen and other fundraising. The difference from 2018 was the small number of teams fielded, one
less Bunnings day & Sponsorship down to $14,200 compared to 2018 of $22,800 – a drop of $8,600
The cost to run the organisation was around $25,800 ($47,000 in 2018).
Canteen operations which included 1 Bunnings BBQ date were most successful with a profit of $8,321
($10,667 in 2018), which was a great effort considering we had 2 Bunnings dates last year. We were fortunate to have only 1 home game rained out after an hour of games!
The Canteen is our largest and main fund-raiser. Also our largest “sponsor”. Congratulations and thanks to all
who contributed to canteen operations, especially our A grade players who not only helped out at home
games, but also at our Bunnings day.
Special mention to great work by John Critchley who tirelessly collected bottles/cans from our home games &
CFDRSL and arranged for re-cycling which contributed $890 to our coffers!
Expenses included $5,372 (2018 $15,500) in gear/merchandise purchases, although there is a large amount
of stock still held for future use or sale.
Receipts outstanding for 2018 season received 2019 were $1,872. Expenses outstanding for 2018 season
that were paid 2019 totalled $1,850. Player registration fees remained the same as 2018.
We have a carry-over surplus in bank of $21,342.42 ($6,900.20 in 2018). This again is attributed to astute
canteen purchases that were more streamlined and enabled cheaper purchases. The bank figure is somewhat inflated due to the grant from CFDRSL of $5,409 to purchase equipment which as yet has not been purchased.
After two years of having an operating loss in 2016 & 2017, we have now made it 2 years in a row in the
black. It is pleasing to report we made an operating profit of $14,442 in 2019.
Only outstanding items for 2019 season are receipt of $500 for Gala Night auction proceeds of framed boxing
glove, and expenses for 2019 Trophies, plus any small costs associated with Presentation Day. We also
have a Bunnings day on 12 October which should give us a good kick-on for 2020 season.

Yours in Sport,
Joseph Dougall
Treasurer
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CLUB AND SERVICE
AWARDS
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SERVICE AWARDS
We congratulate the following people on
achieving this wonderful milestone in their
career with the Club and thank them for their
loyalty.

15 YEARS
Sam Duckworth

7 YEARS
Filo Ah Lam

4 YEARS
Honor Pohe
William Lord
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CLUB AWARDS

Docker ‘Club Cub’ Award
Sam Kelly
Best & Fairest (Mini League)
Joseph Youssef
Most Improved (Mini League)
Andrew Ciaschetti and Harrison Bates
Most Outstanding Junior
Henry Perkins
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CLUB AWARDS

Most Improved (Mini League)
Max Kelly
Best & Fairest (Mod League)
Henry Perkins
Frank Packer Encouragement (Mod
League
Will Szezcow
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CLUB AWARDS
John Slattery Memorial Trophy ’Rookie of
the Year
Lachlan Gacitua
Most Outstanding Senior
Connor Moran
Steve Malcolm Memorial Trophy for Club
Spirit
Charlie Youssef
JJ Stapleton Encouragement (Senior)
Zac Rokuru
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CLUB AWARDS

Club Woman of the Year
Natalie Moro

Club Man of the Year

Joe Dougall

Club Coach Award
James Coshott
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MENS OPENS TEAM
AWARDS
Player of the Year
Connor Moran
Best and Fairest Player
Connor Moran
Best Back
Ceejay Harrison
Best Forward
Corey Shipley

Most Improved

Viane Pelenato
Men’s Bronze Clubman of the Year
Zac Rokuru
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MENS OPENS TEAM
AWARDS
Try Scorer of the Year
Jake Mason
Point Scorer of the year
Zac Rokuru
Ball Boy of the Year
Petey VanHaarlem
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TEAM REPORTS
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UNDER 6s

We had no sooner packed away the playing gear in August 2018 before February 2019 was upon
us. At our first training session we had 18 names who were prepared to give it a go. Over the
next few weeks we managed to settle on a squad of 10 with another 4 very young three year old
Cubs able to attend training every Wednesday. Six players returned from the previous season
along with four new boys.

We trained for the following 7 Wednesdays and eventually played our first game at the beginning of April against Carlingford Cougars on their home ground. The boys played well and it gave
me a chance to work out strengths and weaknesses. As usual, sidelines and the fear of tackling
required some thought, however, four of the boys were only 4 yrs old.

The season progressed well and the weather was kind to us except one disgusting day in mid
June. As predicted, July was the test as we all felt the chilly weather arrive at a few early Sunday
games.
The boys advanced their skills and began to keep the ball alive as they zigzagged down the field,
game after game. “Spread out, legs, don’t pass a ball forward, watch the sideline, dummy half,
keep the ball alive.” The team heard these words game after game.

No sporting team can survive without the support of assistants and so Enza, Lidia, Richard and
Matt - many thanks for stepping forward to assist.
Phil, Matt, Mel & girls assisted in ground set-up to make the job lighter.
Also, to my parents who took it in turns to provide the morning fruit (which went down well) and
brought family members along to offer the boys support.
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Grand Final day arrived at Leichhardt Oval and it was so pleasing to see nearly all of the boys
wearing head gear. At times, it was good to stand further back and watch the team run itself
from a season of learning.

I do feel those boys moving forward to the Under Sevens are ready to take the next step.
Training nights were never a problem as all of my kids showed respect, both for me and their
teammates. They listened, they learned and they took discipline into their games.
To single out each boy and define their skill level would not be fair, some responded faster than
others but then seasons of experience also counted.
They were able to learn from each other and with time, build their confidence.
All in all, it was a successful season for our Cubs who will go on to make life long “DOCKERS”.

John Critchley

Team

Cubs in Training

Santino Alessi

Leo Youssef

Harvey Baker

Easton Pohe

Paddy Duckworth

Louis La Rosa

John Dowd

Beau Wallace

Harrison Durkin
Jeremy Glasscock
Sam Kelly
Declan Stone
River Stampar
Coby Youssef
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UNDER 7s

The Under 7’s this year were a great team that bonded well which showed on the field. The
team’s performance and efforts at training made coaching very rewarding.

A big thank you to Manager Rebecca Griffiths and Trainer Danny Youssef for all their hard work
throughout the year. Thank you to all the parents for supporting the club and helping out where
possible, and their commitment to the early morning starts.

The Team:
Harrison Bates – “The Enforcer”. When the tough got going, Harrison was there leading the
charge. A real tough footballer.
Noah Boumelhem – A great addition to our team. Noah fit in straight away to the Dockers family
from the first training session. With a great understanding of the game, he would always give it
110%.
Andrew Ciaschetti – “The Try Scoring Machine”. Andrew loved getting the ball and running. He
would do whatever it took to get to the try line.
Michael Durkin – Michael picked up where he left off last year, known as “The Flash”, he rightly
retained that title. He even added the swan dive when he scored! A great all rounder.
Summer Griffiths – A solid year from Summer, always happy to do the hard yards. A great team
player and she always put her body on the line.
Jude Kelly – “Our Big Frontrower”. He would always be there to take up our first run to get the
team on the front foot. A solid player.
Samuel Knight – A player with great balance and footwork and an understanding of the game.
He has a lot of potential and will grow each and every year he plays.
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Honor-Mahara Pohe – she played so gracefully and was never intimidated, always giving it 110%
each game. We will miss you next year.
Jack Stampar – A good first year player. He learnt the basics well and always gave it a go. Looking forward to building on this next season.
Joseph Youssef – A passionate player with a good understanding of the game. Always determined to do his best for the team every week.

Charlie Youssef
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UNDER 9s

The Dockers Under-9s thrived again in 2019, culminating in a grand final win at Leichhardt Oval.
Unfortunately for the boys, it wasn’t the top prize but the B Finals trophy thanks to a strong victory: 16-10 over the Clovelly Crocs.
The boys finished fifth on the table at the end of the regular season, with teams fifth to eighth
qualifying for the B finals and the top four going through to the A finals.
At one stage of the season, the Dockers were sitting in second spot. But just as some NRL sides
struggle during the State of Origin period, the Dockers lost three games in a row during the school
holidays as quite a few of the boys went away.
Nonetheless, the boys did a great job to win some silverware in their first competitive season and
overall they were very impressive as the competition got noticeably more physical and fast. The
Dockers also won the Shield Competition at the Robbie Farah Challenge, which was held in the pre
-season.
Throughout the season, there was lots of improvement, loads of tries, plenty of laughs and friendships were strengthened.
The boys owe a big thanks to coach Nathan Merchant, who did another great job getting the best
out of the team. A big shout-out also to Danny Chehine, the team’s trainer, and also a big thank
you to all the parents, who provided great support all season.
Five Dock Under-9s 2019 squad: Colten Pohe, Tom Knight, Charlie Chehine, Aidan Kelly, Cooper
Merchant, Beau Rootsey, Henry Perkins, Max Kelly, George Moore, Will Lord, Will Gibson, Will
Szewcow, Lachlan Gacitua.

Will Knight (Team Manager)
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C GRADE

What a ride and what a year! I'm so proud of this team and the effort made both on and
off the field. We set out with one goal this year - to restore the pride in C Grade and the
jersey. Mission accomplished!
Over the last few years of building this team has seen a lot of change. From the humble
team we were a couple years ago (when this author was the skipper) we grew a great
team culture and bonded like no other team. This year we took that vibrant team bonding
a step further. We built upon our roots to unleash a new era of dedication and drive, and
combined with our already strong team culture, we became a force to be reckoned with
in the competition. We took the whole comp by surprise, and for the first few weeks
everyone thought that a competitive Five Dock team, at the top of the table no less, was
a fluke — the Steven Bradbury of the inner west. Weren't they in for a shock!
As the wins kept on coming, we started to be refered to as “the yard stick of the comp”.
What a turnaround in a couple of short seasons. This achievement was solely down to
the boys that decided this year we were going to show the comp what Five Dock was
about. It came from dedication at training (and turning up!), to putting in 100% at every
turn, to being there for each other both on and off the field. Thank you to all the boys for
buying into the dream, dedicating all the effort that’s needed to achieve what we did,
both on and off the field, and for being a Docker this year. A lot of boys travelled far and
wide to come together to make this a reality. We had almost three quarters of our team
travelling each training from Penrith Bankstown and Liverpool, and the rest travelling
from far away places like Camden, North shore, Blacktown and beyond. I'm pretty sure
we had about 2 players from within the district, which goes to show the love for the team
and the commitment at a core level.
We were hurt by some injuries early on the season which ruled some boys out, but in
true Dockers style, those boys made sure they stayed part of the family and the team
rallied around them. It was one of the best things to see this year as coach.
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I would like to thank a few people that made the aim we had for this season a reality, and
as I blast through the 1 page limit that was imposed upon me, I remember I’m putting
this whole report together so I will just ignore that rule and claim editorial creative
licence:





Matty Rob - Mate thank you for all your support this season. You have been a
great understudy and assistant coach, and as much as you’d never get off the field
and your industrial deafness stopped you from hearing me shouting, I would not
have traded you for anyone, not even Mary McGregor (a wise decision as we won
more than they did!). I know the team is in capable hands next year with you at the
helm. There isn't a bloke more passionate about making sure C grade continues
from strength to strength, and I'm stoked you are taking over from me. Who knows,
maybe I’ll make a come back as fullback when Blake retires!
Nat - you have been amazing this year. Thank you for keeping us healthy, safe
and sane (especially when I needed to vent about Matty sitting on the 20m line all
game). Your dedication to this team was unreal, and we were so lucky to have you
helping us. From cooking up the BBQ and feeding us, to making sure everything
was arranged for game day, to making sure that Vee’s rap career started with a
bang, you had us covered. I'm sure (and hope!) no one will ever beat your record
of 4 ambulances in one day! Thank you for everything this year—you were
amazing.
Bobcat - Mate, you are a trooper. I've learnt that your nickname “safest hands in
Five Dock” means a lot more than just your legendary Fullback prowess. You took
everything in your stride, and you looked after every detail on game day and
beyond. It was fantastic having you managing us on game day as I had complete
faith you had everything covered, even that bloke at Waminda I was pretty sure
you could take if you had to haha. In keeping with your nickname, you never
dropped the ball. Thanks bro!



Jake - thank you mate for all your efforts this season and accepting the VC
position. Thank you for you faith in Five Dock and for committing to this club like
you had been here since birth. I personally appreciated your wise counsel and
advice, and your passion to drive the team to victory. It was a pleasure working
with you and the boys this year mate, you even managed to go from my second
favourite Mason to equal first!



Rokuru - I'm so proud of what you achieved this year mate. You and I have
worked together for the last few years, from playing together to me now coaching,
and the development you have done this year is outstanding. You have made the
step to leadership faultlessly, and I'm grateful for your support this year. I know
how much this club means to you and I'm convinced that in the near future you will
be taking on even more leadership in this club, not just on the field which will come
naturally to you, but also off the field. You took a step up to VC this year and you
smashed it. Both on and off the field you showed exemplary Dockers spirit. Thank
you mate for working with me, even when we might not have agreed all the time,
for trusting me and keeping to the course and for looking after the boys like you
did.
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Skipper— Carl Van Haarlem. Skip thank you for your leadership this year, and for
staying true to the dream. Carl was one of the first in 2018 that agreed to come on board
with me in a leadership role in 2019 and create something special. At a time when there
would have been doubt that we could create a team like we did, that could achieve the
success that we did, Skip had complete faith in the plan and stayed true. Mate thank you
for sticking with me and the club, we couldn't have built it without you. On the field Carl
was a true leader. He led from the front and brought aggression when it was needed
(and sometimes as a freebie!). Carl was able to bring together the groups of players we
had and build one team, one culture - a winning culture. Carl does his thing without
much fanfare and doesn't look for the limelight, but he keeps grinding away such is his
passion for the team (even when he maybe should have rested that ankle:-)). Carl’s work
ethic off the field was much the same. You didn't see him do his thing but you heard
about it after. Carl would ring up team mates to make sure they were ok or have a chat if
he thought they might be doing it tough, just to make sure the boys were all ok. Carl is a
true captain looking after his troops. Mate thank you for all that you did for the boys this
year. I'm so glad you made bought in and made Five Dock your home!
They say that a strong leadership team is one that has many different personalities so
that you get the best spectrum of ideas. Alongside Carl, Jake and Zac, we were
privileged to have a leadership group of Tay, Filo, Fishy and Shaggy. Thank you fellas
for everything you did this year, your advice and your efforts with the team. You were
bloody awesome. Can I say bloody? Oh well its done now and I'm the editor so stuff it.
Fellas to all of you, thank you all for what was the best year of footy I have been a part
of, including my playing years. We set out to get pride in our jumper and to let the comp
know who we are (which judging by the number of times we sung the song I figure they
know now!). It was a season to remember. Thank you to everyone that drove miles and
miles to be a part of something special. I wish you all the best next year, and I hope you
boys are able to stick together to try to take out East Campbelltown next year!
Signing off for the last time as coach
Jimmy
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MAJOR SPONSOR 2019
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SPONSORS 2019
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SPONSORS 2019

27

#DOCKERSPRIDE
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